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Part I Directions

Overview:  You have two weeks from today to write a two to three page research paper covering a major event that occurred in 1968, including its significance then and in today’s world. Your work must be completely your own and fully cited with primary and secondary sources.

Format:  MLA see http://www.bedfordstmartins.com/online/cite5.html for an online version of the MLA Handbook.  Your paper must be double spaced and 12 pt. Times New Roman with a work cited page as page 3 or 4.  

Sources:  This paper requires primary and secondary sources.  You must have at least three (3) sources total, and only two of those can come from the internet.  You may use your world history textbook as one secondary source.  Your work cited page must include all four sources used, and those sources must be cited within your text. 

Point Value: 200 points

Due Date: Monday, May 31st
Part II The Research Process
Step I  Choosing your topic

Your topic should be first, one that interests you, and second one that is not too general that it would require more than three pages and not too specific that it would require less than two.  You need to pick a topic, ask yourself questions related to that topic of interest to you, do the preliminary research to answer that question (that is neither too broad or too specific), and then create a thesis statement that is clear and focused.
Example topics:

1. The Tet Offensive

2. The assassination of Robert Kennedy

3. The assassination of Martin Luther King Jr.

4. The My Lai Massacre

5. The Democratic National Convention
6. Black Power Salute at the Olympics

7. Nixon elected president

8. Apollo 8 orbits the moon.
Step 2 REASEARCH
1. Library resources at Arroyo Valley High School

a. Books

b. Online Library including scholarly journals
2. Feldheym Library, Cal State San Bernardino, or the University of Redlands
a. Magazines

b. Newspaper

c. Online sources

d. Books

e. Government documents

3. Online databases

a. Government websites for data

b. Books, magazines, newspapers, interviews, diary entries, essays, 
c. Education websites – professional or university archives

4. Types of Sources
a. Primary sources: interviews, eye witness accounts, court transcripts, government data, journal or diary entries, pictures, letters, propaganda posters, pamphlets or films.

b. Secondary Sources: textbooks, movies, second hand accounts of the event in newspapers and magazines (first hand accounts by reporters are primary sources), news broadcasts, and reviews. 
Examples:

1. Your college prep textbook

2. documentaries we watched
3. My lectures

Step 3 The thesis Statement:  After you have completed your research, you need to answer your original question.
Example:  

Question: Is the oppression of women in Middle Eastern and East African nations a result of Islamic teachings?

Thesis:  The human rights violations of Middle Eastern and East African nations on women are not a result of Islamic teachings, but rather a cultural practice predating Islam that rests on patriarchal foundations.
Step 4  Proofreading your paper


The Microsoft spell check is not going to catch all of your mistakes.  When you have written the rough draft, go over the paper line by line circling all mistakes, fix them, and give the new version to someone else to proofread.  A fresh pair of eyes might catch mistakes that you didn’t.
Step 5  The final draft

The final draft should have no errors, be 2-3 pages in length, in MLA format with a work cited page as page number 4.  You must have in-text citations for every source that you use in your paper in addition to the work cited page.  Please refer to the website at the beginning of this packet for additional MLA information.  Feel free to use my email at chris@christhayer.com to pose research or style questions.  

Final Note:  Pace yourself!  You should have all of your research completed by May 21st.  The week of the 24th – 28th should be focused on writing the paper, including proofreading and writing the final draft of your paper.  Feel free to bring in your rough draft for ideas and suggestions. 

Happy Writing
(P.S. – Wikipedia is not a credible source – so don’t even try.)
